
Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church 

460 W. Aldersgate Drive  
Nixa, MO 65714 
(417) 725-4949 

Vol. 24, Issue 29 -30  

Vol. 24, Issue 29 -30  

July 28, 2010  

Dear Aldersgate Family, 

 The heat has been turned up and Iôm spending time in 
Dallas where it might be a little hotter and where 26 youth 
and adults worked to make a difference on their recent 
mission experience.  I want to thank everyone who partici-
pated in our Family Fun Nights.  Weôll get started again 
on August 18 with Wednesday night dinners and regular 
activities.  

 Donôt forget all the fun taking place next week and 
please pray for the kids and volunteers who will be filling 
up our church every weeknight during the VBS High Seas 
Adventure. 

 August will also feature a focus in worship on inten-
tional faith development.  On the last Sunday, August 

29th, we will have a ministry fair in the commons.  The 
fair will showcase the ministries  we will be involved with 
throughout the year, with the goal of reaching, teaching 
and enriching our lives, and the lives of our neighbors, to 
an active faith in Jesus Christ. 

 Summer is winding down and school is just around 
the corner.  Sorry kids. (No fair jumping up and down,  
parents.)  We should all be looking forward to how we can 
grow and learn more on our journey of faith together.  

 Hope to see you in Church this Sunday. 

Love in Christ, 

Pastor Dennis 

Summer is Winding Down  

Rev. Dennis Miller, Lead Pastor  
Rev. Phil Brucks, Assoc. Pastor  

Join Us for a High Seas Adventure in Vacation Bible School!  

 All hands on deck for vacation Bible school 
at Aldersgate UMC!  Come join us for an excit-
ing ñHigh Seas Expeditionò August 2-6, 6:30-
8:30 PM.   Weôll be exploring the mighty love of 
God through amazing Bible adventures, fun 
crafts, exciting games, and much more!   

 Bring your friends and come travel with 
your crew from station to station as we explore 
Godôs Word and feel His powerful love.  Weôll 
gather for Sing & Play Splash in the new Wor-

ship Center at 6:30 each night where weôll do 
fun motions to upbeat songs and watch funny 
skits.   

 Chadder Chipmunk will be here again in 
Sail Away Cinema to entertain as we enjoy 
yummy snacks and drinks.   

 Pre-register now in the lobby, online at 
www.aldersgatechurch.com, or by calling the 
church office.  Join us for a vast voyage through 
Godôs Word! 

 Least of These is in need of your help. The back to 

school program will be in full swing from August 4 through 

August 11. 

 Parents bring their children to Least of These to shop 

from the selections that have been donated. If you would 

like to be a personal shopper and help find just the right 

outfit for the first day of school, 

please call 724-2500 and schedule 

your time to work. The hours to 

work are from 8:00 - 12:00 or 11:30 

- 3:30, August 4 through August 11. 

Hope to see you there! 

Be a Personal Shopper at Least of These!  



lowship as everyone pitched in their time and talents. 

 As I looked around at all the smiling faces and heard 

the laughter of the children as they ran around with sticky 

cheeks and blue tongues from cotton candy,  I couldnôt 

help but be overwhelmed by the love and caring my church 

family has for each other.  In good times and bad, we are 

truly a family.  

 I remember Peggy Sellars greeting me 

the first time my family and I attended wor-

ship.  I had worked here for a number of 

years, but resisted the idea of mixing work 

and worship until the Lord made it clear this 

is where we were to serve.  As I walked in 

the door that Sunday, Peggy hugged me 

and said, ñWelcome home.ò   At first, I was 

puzzled.  It was just a trial engagement as 

far as I was concerned.  But by the time we 

sang the closing song, I knew she was right.  

I was home. 

 Thank you, family, for making Family Fun Nights such 

a blessing to so many, but thank you even more for making 

my family part of this family.  Truly the presence of the 

Lord is in this place.  

 When the idea to have Family Fun Nights in July first 

began during a May staff meeting, I thought, ñThat sounds 

pretty simple.ò  So I volunteered to organize it.  I began 

making lists and phone calls and thought I had it under 

control.  Until the first Wednesday night arrived.  Sud-

denly a hundred things I hadnôt thought of, like setting up 

and tearing down tables, surfaced.  In any other 

place, I might have gone crazy trying to cover 

all the details I hadnôt anticipated, but not 

here.  My church family saw a need and 

filled a need. 

 Without being asked, my brothers from 

the Menôs Fellowship, who were already grill-

ing burgers and dogs and making beverages, 

began setting up tables and chairs.  Without 

being asked, my sisters and brothers from the 

congregation began washing and putting 

away dishes after dinner.  Without being asked, 

other brothers jumped in to rescue the kids from my feeble 

efforts at making cotton candy.  (He may deny it, but Iôm 

convinced Bud Carpenter worked at the circus in his 

younger years!)  Still other brothers began tearing down 

tables and vacuuming, while my sisters set up indoor 

games and played with the kids.  What could have been a 

major disaster was instead a terrific time of fun and fel-
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Grab Your Paint Clothes and Come 
Party With Us!  Welcome,  

new members!  

 
 

 

 

 

Gwen and Bobby Ince 

 As we get ready to kick off 

another great season of minis-

try, we are sprucing up our chil-

drenôs and youth areas 

with a new coat of 

paint before school 

starts.  You can 

join our painting 

party by signing up for 

a day or evening shift.  

Day shifts will focus 

on prep work (taking 

things off walls, patching holes, 

taping, etc.) while evening shifts 

will be manning those paint roll-

ers!  Weôll supply the materials, 

but if you have a favorite roller 

and pan bring it with you.  

 To celebrate the completion 

of our painting project and an-

other awesome VBS, mark your 

calendars for our annual pool 

party Friday, August 13th, from 

8:30 -10 PM at the Commu-

nity Center pool.  Weôll 

be inviting all our VBS 

families to join our 

church family for some 

cool summer fellow-

ship on the last 

weekend before 

school starts, so gather up your 

gang and be part of 

the fun!  

   My Church Family is Awesome!     By Sarah Fotopulos  
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Then I heard the voice of the Lord 

saying, ñWhom shall I send? And 

who will go for us?ò And I said, 

ñHere am I. Send me!ò Isaiah 6:8   

 Last week, I 

observed our youth 

as they answered 

the call.  The youth 

of Aldersgate re-

sponded, ñSend 

me!ò  

 As we worked 

our mission in Dallas, the youth 

group met every challenge without 

complaint or argument.  They played 

with kids, witnessed to adults and 

listened to peopleôs stories.  They 

prayed out loud for others, prayed 

silently for Godôs direction, and of-

fered the plan of 

salvation.  They 

showed love and 

compassion to the 

unloved, handed 

out much needed 

water and clean t-

shirts to those in 

need, and cared for 

each other. 

 And, no matter how long or hard 

the day had already been, they asked  

ñwhatôs next?ò 

 
  My prayer for our young people 

and youth leaders is that we can keep 

the fire going, to change the world we 

live in and to encourage all to know 

and grow in Christ.  

Letôs be confident that God will carry 

this good work on to completion.  

ñEveryone needs compassion and 

God began working on our hearts to 

be compassionate.ò  

Letôs be confident that God will carry 

this good work on to completion.  

ñGod be-

gan in-

spiring us 

to work 

with the 

home-

less.ò  

Letôs be confident that God will carry 

this good work on to completion.  

ñGod gave us courage to approach 

those in need.ò  

Letôs be confident that God will carry 

this good work on to completion.  

ñThe homeless are the same as us, 

they just have different needs.ò  

Letôs be confident that God will carry 

this good work on to completion.  

 I thank my God every time I remem-

ber you.  In all my prayers for all of 

you, I always pray with joy because 

of your partnership in the gospel 

from the first day until now, being 

confident of this, that he who began 

a good work in you will carry it on 

to completion until the day of Christ 

Jesus.   Phil 1:3-6 

 I asked our mission team what 

good works they saw and what they 

hoped God will carry on, now that we 

are not on a mission trip, but living a 

life of missions.  Below are a few of 

the responses: 

 

ñThere are lots of opportunities to 

spread the gospel all around me.ò  

ñGod can keep us safe!ò  

Letôs be confident that God will carry 

this good work on to completion.  

ñGod pushed us out of our comfort 

zones and that was an amazing place 

to be.ò  

Letôs be confident that God will carry 

this good work on to completion.  

We donôt just do missionséwe live 

them!  

 

Together in Jesus, 

Elizabeth Buchanan 

Director of Youth Ministries  

 

Good Works to Be Carried On to Completion    by Elizabeth Buchanan  

   Mission Group Responds to the Call   by Gwyn Burns  


