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AWAKENING 
THROUGH
PRAYERby dennis mil ler

W e are st i l l  in  the 
m idst of uncer tain  and 
di ff icul t  t im es.  I  want to 
assure Aldersgate has 
never  ceased to do 
m in istr y and cont inues 
to prayer fu l ly m ove 
forward in  m any ways to 
do the m ission and keep 
the vision of our  church. 
(Being who we are in  
Chr ist , to be Chr ist  in  
the wor ld)  The 
fai thfu lness of our  
fam i ly is what cont inues 
to m ake th is possible.  I  
hope we can cont inue to 
r eceive generous gi fts 
fr om  those that have 
been able to give dur ing 
th is cr i t ical  t im e.

W e know now is 
a t im e for  us to pray for  
a great awakening to 
br ing peace and God?s 
love am id such 
di ff icul ty.  As I  wr i te th is 
ar t icle H ur r icane Laura 
is str engthening and 
heading to the coast and 
another  storm  has 
em erged fr om  a 
shooting in  W isconsin.  
W e have a need for  
prayer  l ike never  before.  

Join  us for  the serm on ser ies 
leading us to an event on the 
n ight of Septem ber  25th in  
our  W orship Center  fr om  
6-9 p.m . featur ing a Night 
wi th New Room .  A cal l  for  
r evival  in  our  wor ld and by a 
W esleyan m ovem ent for  a 
great awakening.  W e wi l l  
also share a l ivestream  on 
Saturday (detai ls to com e) 
regarding The Return in  
W ashington D.C. leading 
the nat ion to r epentance 
and revival .  

Both are oppor tun i t ies for  
us to grow and be 
chal lenged as fol lowers of 
Chr ist .  The serm on ser ies 
wi l l  include a m essage fr om  
our  new H igh School  
Director , Evan Reed, on 
Septem ber  20th.  Please 
pray for  th is m ovem ent to 
sweep love over  the hate 
growing in  our  l ives and 
turn our  hear ts to the Lord 
and the Gospel  of Jesus 
Chr ist .  

I  begin a Pastor?s Bible 
Study on Septem ber  9th, in  
the worship center  wi th our  
safety guidel ines in  place 

and I  plan to l ivestream  i t  on Facebook  at 
the sam e t im e and wi l l  t r y to r espond to 
quest ions or  com m ents for  those not 
present.  

See you Sunday in  W orship!

Love in  Chr ist , 

Pastor  Dennis 

Pastor  Dennis wi l l  begin a new serm on 
ser ies Sunday, Sept. 6. Please join  us 
on l ine or  in-person every Sunday. Service 
t im es are at 8:15, 9:45, and 11:11 AM

an awakening 
through prayer
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GROWTH FOR ALL

SUNDAY M ORNINGS

Cl ub Al der sgate Cl ass

Join Club Aldersgate on Zoom ! 
They star t  each Sunday at 9 AM  
Lead by Brannon Buchanan em ai l  
h im   at brannon@ber jh.com

Cr ossr oads

Join the Crossroads Sunday 
School  Class on Zoom ! They star t  
each Sunday at 9 AM . Please 
contact Ralph Ernst for  m ore in fo 
at 417-425-4225 em ai l  
r fernst1@gm ai l .com .

Seek er s 

Join  the Seekers Sunday School  
Class on Facebook ! They star t  
each Sunday at 9 AM  .Al l  you 
have to do is join  their  Facebook  
group!

Sojou r n er s

 Join  the Sojouners Sunday 
School  Class on Zoom ! They star t  
each Sunday at 8:30 AM . Please 
contact Steve Taylor  to join  th is 
group by phone: 972-400-0529 or  
em ai l : taylor65nixa@gm ai l .com

Nova - A new group for  young 
adul ts to  join  together  in  
fel lowship.  M ore in fo on pg. 2!

M ONDAYS

W om en 's Bi bl e Study

You are invi ted to join  other  
Ladies in  a bible study. They wi l l  
m eet by zoom  video conference at 
9:30 AM . Contact Valer y Rule for  
login  in form ation. 

M en 's Bi bl e Study hosted by 
Steve Taylor  and Pastor  Phi l

Join  other  m en as together  we 
encourage and chal lenge each 
other  to l ive the l i fe of fai th and be 
the prayer  war r ior s God m ade us 
to be. W e're m eeting at 7 PM  by 
Zoom . Please contact Steve Taylor   
at 972-400-0529

FRIDAYS

FAB Fr iday M orn ing Bible Study

Join on zoom   for  a week ly bible 
study. Contact Phi l  Brucks to 
r eceive the contact in form ation 
for  the conference. Al l  are 
welcom e!

N ew offer ings

Pastor 's Bible study on 
W ednesday nights 6:30  PM

Disciple 1  with Ed Vigneaux on 
Sunday nights 6:00  PM

To join  these classes cal l  the 
off ice.

ARK  K i ds M i n i st r y

Am ber  and Abby are post ing al l  
lessons and crafts to the ARK 
Blog. 

Sunday m orn ings star t  Sept. 13 
at 9:45 AM

W ednesday n ights wi l l  begin 
Sept. 23 at 6:30 PM

Con f i r m at i on  Cl ass Gr  6-8

Parent/Student or ientat ion  
Sept. 9 at 6:30 PM

Class W ednesday n ights  
beginn ing Sept. 16 at 6:30 PM

M i dd l e School  M i n i st r y

Sunday m orn ings star t  Sept. 13 
at 9:45 AM

W ednesday n ights wi l l  begin 
Sept. 23 at 6:30 PM

H i gh School  M i n i st r y

Sunday m orn ing class star ts 
Sept. 13 at 9:45 AM

Sunday n ight sm al l  groups star t  
Sept. 13 at 6:00 PM

W ednesday n ights wi l l  begin 
Sept. 9 at 6:30 PM

Adult Classes FURTHER YOUR SPIRITUAL WALK 

Kid Classes

Young Adult

If  you have any  quest ions about  t hese classes just  call 725-4949



and rel ive that f i r st  
encounter  but the peak  
beauty on ly lasted a 
shor t whi le. W e also 
learned that these f ields 
had becom e a popular  
hot spot fol lowing TV 
news repor ts and 
newspaper  ar t icles 
about them . Each year  
we?ve hoped to be 
greeted by those happy 
faces once again on ly to 
be disappointed. 
Perhaps the farm er  was 
not as happy with al l  the 
tr aff ic near  h is f ields as 
we were with h is golden 
beauties. Though I?ve 
never  seen them  again, I  
have m y m em or ies and 
m y photos. I?ve even 
raised a few sunflowers 
of m y own.

W hy am  I  so 
enam ored with 
sunflowers? Fir st, 
they?re br ight yel low, 
along with som e hybr ids 
in  other  color s. Yel low is 
a happy color. I  love 
yel low T-Shir ts, yel low 
k i tchens, and br ight 
yel low goldfinches 
hanging upside down on 
br ight yel low 
sunflowers. That br ings 
m e to the second point, 
bir ds love the m ul t i tude 
of seeds produced on 
each f lower  head. 
H um ans love roasted 
seeds as wel l . And 
th ir dly, bees seek  out 
the abundant f lower  
pol len for  their  honey. 
Sunflowers provide 
beauty, put a sm i le on 
m y face, and provide a 
valuable food source for  
cr i t ter s and hum ans. 
That?s a sizeable 
contr ibut ion to our  

By: M arcy Bar thelette

Keep your  face to the 
sunshine and you 
cannot see the shadow. 
I t?s what sunflowers do. 
H elen Kel ler

I  have loved 
sunflowers for  as long as 
I  can rem em ber  but m y 
aff in i ty for  these giants 
of the f lower  wor ld 
becam e even m ore real  
to m e one sum m er  a few 
years ago as we drove to 
Bi l l ings on a l i t t le f lea 
m arket jaunt. H al fway 
there we encountered 
one of the m ost am azing 
views I  have ever  
im agined; acres and 
acres of bloom ing 
sunflowers. M ove over  
f lea m arket? . 
sunflowers have taken 
center  stage. I  was 
absolutely entranced. 
W e checked out the 
f ields fr om  every 
possible angle and, 
thanks to digi tal  
photography, we took  
dozens of photos. M y 
love affair  wi th 
sunflowers took  on a 
whole new perspect ive.

W e returned to tr y 
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prom otes a sense of 
brotherhood and help 
br ing God?s m essage to a 
hur t ing wor ld.

These are a few of the 
th ings that I  see as 
sunflowers in  our  l ives. 
I?m  sure you?l l  have 
m ore. W hatever  you see 
as a sunflower , cul t ivate i t  
wel l . W ater  i t  and feed i t  
unt i l  i t  is r eady for  
harvest. I f  you?ve tended 
that sunflower  wel l , the 
harvest wi l l  be great!

Let?s not get tired of 
doing good, because in 
time we?ll have a harvest 
if we don?t give up. 
Galat ians 6:9 CEB

 I f you live according to 
my rules, keep my 
commands and do them, 
I  will give you rain at the 
proper  time, the land 
will produce its yield, 
and the trees of the field 
will produce their  fruit. 
Levi t icus 26:3-4 CEB 

The sunflower  r eaches 
toward the sky to grab 
every nour ishing ray of 
sun i t  can. I t  even turns 
i tsel f to face the sun. W e 
could take a lesson fr om  
the lovely sunflower  and 
look  to the Son for  our  
nour ishm ent.

Cultivate Your Sunflowers
ecosystem . So where do 
you suppose we could 
f ind som e figurat ive 
sunflowers in  our  l ives 
and how m ight they 
in fluence the way we 
l ive?

The sunny faces of 
fam i ly m em bers would 
surely count as 
sunflowers. They br ing 
us warm th and secur i ty 
and nour ish us with r ich 
relat ionships. A career  
wisely chosen offer s a 

di fferent k ind of beauty 
and br ings a sense of 
sat isfact ion. Our  hom es 
offer  an oasis fr om  the 
wor ld. They com for t and 
str engthen us. Fr iends 
offer  happy sm i les and 
encouragem ent when 
we need a l i t t le l i f t  on an 
ordinary day.

Fai th keeps us going 
when the going gets 
r ough when the 
m ountain  seem s too tal l  
to cl im b. H ope awakens 
possibi l i t ies we hadn?t 
seen before. H um il i ty 
keeps us on tr ack  when 
we m ight be tem pted to 
str ay. Love for  each 
other  creates a bond 
that extends beyond our  
own fam i l ies and in to an 
environm ent that m ay 
be di fferent fr om  our  
own. Serving and giving If  you have any  quest ions about  t hese classes just  call 725-4949



Prayers for the new school  year

6

School is back in session and new classes are coming to Aldersgate

School has started this  last week and we are praying for students, teachers, 
parents, and all involved in the learning process. Join us online for the next 31 
days to pray for the school year and whatever that may hold. 

Every morning a new prayer is posted on our social media sites and on our 
website. You can join in and pray with us for the next 31 Days. 

W hen look ing at the past six m onths, there are m any negative m em or ies. H owever , we have 
heard one th ing fr om  our  congregation that has been a posi t ive outcom e of our  t im e apar t. Fam il ies 
have grown closer  together. W hen given no other  opt ion but to spend t im e at hom e together , 
fam i l ies learned m ore about each other. Adul ts in  our  congregation have reached out and told our  
staff about how they f inal ly feel  l ike they understand their  teenagers and how they have seen the 
in tel l igence and potent ial  of their  k ids.  Our  chi ldren and students have reached out and talked 
about how they now feel  m ore com for table talk ing to their  parents about chal lenging topics and 
how they have enjoyed gett ing to know their  fam i l ies better. These th ings have been so exci t ing for  
us to hear !

At Aldersgate, our  Fam ily M in istr ies Team  has been brainstorm ing and tr ying to f igure out ways 
that we can keep that exci tem ent for  fam i l ies growing. Our  Fam ily M in istr ies Team  consists of 
Am ber  H uels and Abby Voelker  fr om  our  Chi ldren?s M in istr y, Caleb Brandt fr om  our  M iddle 
School  M in istr y, and Evan Reed fr om  our  H igh School  M in istr y. Som e of the ideas that we have 
com e up with are ways to get fam i l ies to have bibl ical ly led discussions and pract ices, tr ain ing and 
classes for  parents, as wel l  as f inding ways ?to be who we are in  Chr ist  to be Chr ist  in  the wor ld.?

Another  area where we have seen posi t ive outcom es through th is t im e away has been the 
connect ion and outreach that has been tak ing place in  the neighborhoods of our  congregation 
m em bers. I  had l ived in  m y house for  two and a hal f years before the quarant ine. Unfor tunately, I  
could not have told you any of the nam es of m y neighbors. Over  the m onths spent at hom e, I  have 
spent t im e talk ing to m y neighbors because I  was for ced to slow down. Also, as an extrover t, I  
needed to f ind people to talk  wi th. Now, I  can nam e them  al l  and tel l  you personal  th ings about 
them . I  have had neighbors that have now com e to m e to ask  m e to pray for  them . Fam il ies that 
asked i f I  knew of any resources to help as they were str uggl ing f inancial ly through th is season. A 
neighbor  that I  have gr ieved with through the loss of her  husband. M y si tuat ion with m y neighbors 
is not un ique. W e have heard m any people tel l  us about the bond and relat ionships that have 
developed with in  their  neighborhoods.

So, we are tr ying to f ind ways that m em bers of our  congregation who l ive near  each other  can 
com e together , bui ld in ter -fam i ly r elat ionships, and draw closer  to God at the sam e t im e. Not on ly 
that, but f inding ways to ?be Chr ist  in  the wor ld? by reaching out and bui lding relat ionships in  their  
neighborhood, even with people that do not attend Aldersgate. W hi le th is is not a new concept, John 
W esley did i t  ver y ear ly on in  the United M ethodist Church h istor y, i t  is a new concept for  us. So, 
please be praying for  what th is looks l ike, and feel  fr ee to r each out wi th any ideas. Our  Fam ily 
M in istr y Team  is here for  you! 

FAMILIES ON FIRE
By: Caleb Brandt, Middle School  Director



Am er ica has in  great m easure depar ted fr om  
God and H is ways. W e have forgotten the rock  
upon which we were founded. In  m any 
instances we have rem oved God fr om  our  
publ ic squares, our  cul ture, and our  l ives. I t  is 
wr i t ten in  the Scr iptures that r ighteousness 
exal ts a nat ion but sin  is a r eproach to any 
people and, fur ther , that the ways of 
unr ighteousness lead to judgm ent.

H owever , the Scr iptures also set for th that 
God is love and abounding in  m ercy and that 
al l  who com e before H im  to seek  for  H is m ercy 
wi l l  f ind i t  ? and that in  r epentance and return 
wi l l  com e forgiveness, salvat ion, heal ing, 
r evival , and restorat ion. I t  is upon that 
foundation that th is prom ise is given in  2 
Chronicles 7:14 ?If M y people who are cal led by 
M y nam e, wi l l  hum ble them selves and pray 
and seek  M y face and turn fr om  their  sin fu l  
ways, then I  wi l l  hear  fr om  heaven and I  wi l l  
forgive their  sin  and wi l l  heal  their  land.?

W e are being cal led to in ter cede for  our  
nat ion. There are several  events happening in  
Septem ber : 

1) Fr iday, Septem ber  25, Aldersgate wi l l  host A 
Night W ith New Room , a l ive str eam ing event, 
fr om  6-8 pm  in  the sanctuary. I t  wi l l  be a t im e 
of worship, song, fast ing and prayer  for  our  
nat ion and to see a great awakening in  our  
churches and individual  l ives to draw closer  to 
the hear t of God. Prayer  wi l l  cont inue in  the 
sanctuary fol lowing the l ive event.
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2) Saturday, Septem ber  26 there wi l l  be a 
National  and Global  Day of Prayer  and repentance 
on the National  M al l  in  W ashington, D.C. fr om  9 
am  (EST) to 8 pm . To f ind out m ore about th is 
event go to 'thereturnwebsi te.' You can l isten to a 
video by Jonathan Cahn (author  of 'The 
H arbinger ' ) and you can sign up to r eceive the 
l ive str eam  of th is event.

I f My people who are called by My 
name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek My face and turn 
from their sinful ways, then I  will 
hear from heaven and I  will 
forgive their sin and will heal 
their land. 2 Chr on i cl es 7:14



I f  you are wanting to get r id of unwanted tools and buy new ones,  
the m ission team  is holding a Tool  Sale Saturday, October  3 fr om  8 
am  to 1 pm  in  the OM C park ing lot on the nor th side of our  cam pus. 
In  case of r ain , i t  wi l l  be the next Saturday, October  10.  Br ing any 
hand tools and garden tools you have and please pre-pr ice your  
i tem s.  M oney raised wi l l  be used to fund projects for  m issions. The 
pr im ary focus is H enderson Sett lem ent in  Frakes, KY. 

You can star t  br inging your  i tem s by the church off ice on 
W ednesday, Septem ber  30. W e wi l l  also accept i tem s that day up 
unt i l  9 am . M asks are required.

Due to the pandem ic th is year , we were unable to go to H enderson 
Sett lem ent in  Frakes KY. The area of Bel l  County that we visi t  each 
year  is am ong the poorest counties in  the US. W e buy i tem s such as 
siding, pain t, lum ber , and  f loor ing to r ehab hom es. Volunteers pay 
their  way to go, and th is m oney is not used for  any other  purpose. I f 
we are not able to go in  2021,  the m oney wi l l  be used to fund other  
m ission projects.

I f you have any quest ions you m ay cal l  417-848-3497 or  
417-725-0601 and leave a m essage.  

Tool  Sale Saturday, Oct. 3rd

460 Aldersgate Dr.
Nixa, MO 65714
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